THREE VIEWS
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should be so.   Those two melancholy figures
were a sad blot upon the wholesome country-
side !   Yet one may also discern a hope in
the mere possibility of framing an ideal under
such discouraging circumstances, which will
be, I have no sort of doubt, a seed of good in
the upward progress of the poor soul which
grasped it; because indeed I have no doubt
that the miserable creature is on an upward
path, and that even if there is no prospect for
him in this life of anything but a dismal stum-
bling down into disease and want, yet I do
not in the least believe that that is the end
of his horizon or his pilgrimage; and thirdly,
one may be genuinely and not in the least
evilly amused at the contrast between the
disreputable squalor of the scene and the
lofty claim advanced.   The three emotions
are   not   at   all   inconsistent.    The   pessi-
mistic  moralist  might  say that  it was  all
very shocking, the optimistic moralist might
say that   it was  hopeful, the  unreflective
humourist   might   simply   be   transported
by the absurdity; yet not to be amused at
such  a  scene would appear to  me to be
both dull and priggish.   It seems to me to
be a false solemnity to be shocked at any
lapses from perfection; a man might as well